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EXCAVATIONS AT THE THEATRE OF SIKYON. 



I. GENERAL REPORT OF THE EXCAVATIONS. 

[Plates VI, VII, IX.] 

The excavations at Sikyon by the American School were begun March 
23, 1886, during the directorship of Professor M. L. D^Ooge, and were 
continued, with some interruptions, until May 10. In the succeeding 
session of the School, under the directorship of Professor A. C. Merriam, 
the excavations were resumed under the supervision of Mr. M. L. Earle, 
who will present a final report of the work done.* The choice of the 
site of Sikyon as a field for archaeological investigation was recom- 
mended by the fact that, in spite of the antiquity of the city and its 
particular importance in the history of art, no systematic excavation 
had ever been made there. Whether it was due to the charm of the 
surrounding landscape, or to a happy blending of Ionian and Dorian 
elements in the population, or again to the circumstances of the politi- 
cal history of the city, or, what is most probable, to the united action 
of all these causes, few cities in Hellas were more renowned as art cen- 
tres than Sikyon. 

Sikyon first comes into view in the Homeric line, kol Xiicvoyv, 66' ap* 
^'ASp7j(rTo<; TrpcoT ifju^aatXevev {Iliad, II. 572). Hesiod {Theog,, 536) 

* The PLAN of the theatre so far as excavated by Mr. McMurtry was made by Mr. 
S. B. P. Trowbridge. To this the results of Mr. Earle's work have been added by Mr. 
J. W. Cromwell. The other plates are from photographs taken by Mr. W. L. Gushing. 
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makes it the scene of a contest between gods and men. He calls the 
place MrjKcovT}, an appellation which undoubtedly originated from the 
abundant growth of wild poppies, which still, at the present day, are 
scattered over the plateau upon which the old city was built. At 
the Dorian conquest, the Ionian inhabitants seem not to have been 
expelled or violently oppressed, as in nearly all the regions of the Pelo- 
ponnesos, and they came to form a fourth tribe beside the three tribes 
of the Dorians. To this difference of rax^e among the inhabitants, and 
to the jealousies and variances that would naturally arise from it, may 
be attributed the long duration in Sikyon of the rule of tyrants. In 
fact, tyranny was the usual rather than, as in other Hellenic communi- 
ties, the exceptional form of government. One family of despots, the 
Orthagoridai, held sway for a century, a circumstance without paral- 
lel among Greek states. The government of this family was very 
successful. They formed extensive commercial relations, carried on 
victorious wars, encouraged artistic enterprises, and won chariot-vic- 
tories for their city in the national games. The period of Kleisthenes 
especially was one of the most flourishing in the history of Sikyon. 
Herodotos^ story (yi. 126) of the marriage of the daughter of that 
prince gives a picture of the contemporaneous importance of the city. 
The Orthagoridai seem not to have belonged to the Dorian portion of 
the people, and to have done everything in their power to repress the 
citizens of that race. Kleisthenes went so far as to change the ancient 
and venerated names of the three Dorian tribes and to force upon them 
new and odious designations. But Kleisthenes was the last ruler of 
his line, and it is probable that after his death there came a Dorian reac- 
tion. At any rate, we find that Sikyon was a member of the Dorian 
league during the Persian and Peloponnesian wars. During the strug- 
gle between Sparta and Thebes the city suffered severely. It gradu- 
ally lost its importance, became subject to Ptolemy, and finally fell into 
the hands of Demetrios Poliorketes, who played a prominent part in 
its later history. Previous to his time, the main portion of the city 
stood in the plain at the foot of the large plateau upon which the 
akropolis was located. Probably for the reason that the population 
had become so reduced in numbers as to be inadequate for the defense 
of so large an extent of wall, Demetrios compelled the citizens to abandon 
the town in the plain, and to build upon the akropolis. Upon the smaller 
and somewhat more elevated plateau immediately behind the earlier 
akropolis, he placed his own, fortifying the entire height, already by 
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nature almost impregnable, by means of a wall, considerable portions 
of which are still standing. 

When the Achaian league became powerful, its most efficient leader 
was Aratos, a Sikyonian, who freed his native city from the oppressive 
sway of tyrants under Macedonian protection, and induced it to join 
the league. After the destruction of Corinth by the Romans, Sikyon, 
delivered from the rivalry of that city, increased in power and secured 
the administration of the Isthmian games. The period of prosperity, 
however, was of short duration. Roman cupidity was tempted by the 
numerous and valuable works of art in the city, and many of the most 
precious treasures were removed to contribute to the splendor of the 
imperial metropolis. Afterward, earthquakes destroyed many of the 
art-treasures which the Romans had left behind. Yet, when Pausanias 
was at Sikyon in the second century A. D., he found it, though a place 
of small population, still in possession of notable works of art. 

It was in the field of art rather than of politics that Sikyon won 
her fame. There, for a long period, was one of the chief seats of 
Greek artistic activity ; indeed, one tradition places the invention of 
painting at Sikyon; and, as Pliny says {HN, xxx. 11), Diu ilia 
fuitpatria pieturae. One of the great schools of painting has its name 
from Sikyon, a school founded by Eupompos, and of which Pamphilos 
and Apelles were pupils.^ In sculpture, too, the fame of Sikyon was 
no less great. While tradition assigns to a native of Sikyon the inven- 
tion of painting, Pliny (HN, xxxv. 43) tells us that Butades, a Sik- 
yonian, was the first to make images of clay. Dipoinos and Skyllis, 
the early sculptors, though Kretans by birth, were connected with 
Sikyon in their work.^ The first native sculptor of importance was 
Kanachos : the most famous was Lysippos. The city was also famed 
throughout Hellas for the taste displayed by the inhabitants in the manu- 
facture of various articles of dress, especially a certain kind of shoe.^ 

No Greek city had a more advantageous site, or more beautiful natu- 
ral surroundings than Sikyon. The extensive plateau which formed 
the original akropolis, and was made by Demetrios the site of the new 
town, is situated about two miles back from the gulf of Corinth. Its 
level, fertile surface would have been adequate for the support of a 
large populace in case of a protracted siege. Water was conveyed to 
it by rock-cut aqueducts, which are still to be seen. In the rear of 

^ Plin., HN, xxxv. 10. 2 Plin., ffiV; xxxvi. 4. ^ Steph. Byzant., s. v. ^iKvdov, 
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this plateau, to the southward, a smaller one rises above it, having 
about one-third the area of the lower, from which it is separated by 
a rocky slope. This was made by Demetrios the new akropolis. On 
either side of the entire height a small river flows toward the gulf. 
The larger of these, that on the east side, is the ancient Asopos : the 
smaller stream, that toward the west, was probably the ancient He- 
lisson. At the foot of the large plateau, a fertile plain stretches north- 
ward in several descending terraces to the brilliant blue waters of the 
gulf. It is now covered, as undoubtedly it was of old, by vineyards. 
On the opposite side of the gulf rise the peaks of Parnassos, Helikon, 
and Kithairon. To the eastward stretches the rich plain, the fertility 
of which gave rise to the proverbial wish, EI't; /hoc ra fiera^v Kopivdov 
fcal Xcfcv(ovo<;. On this side, the landscape is shut in by the Isthmian 
mountains and Akrokorinthos. At sunrise and sunset especially, the 
view is of surpassing loveliness. 

Pausanias^ description of the city (ii. 7) is so indefinite in its topo- 
graphical allusions that very little can be made of it in an attempt to 
fix the actual location of the temples and other monuments. The 
theatre is the only object, in his description, of which the site is now 
certain. He tells us that upon the stage was the statue of a man with 
a shield, said to represent Aratos. Beyond the theatre (fxera to 6ea- 
Tpov), he says, is a temple of Dionysos. He speaks of about fifteen 
temples, some of them already at that time in ruin. In the agora, 
he saw bronze statues of Zeus and Herakles, by Lysippos. He speaks 
of two gymnasia, in one of which was shown a marble statue of Hera- 
kles by Skopas. 

On the site of Sikyon, as seen to-day, there are, scattered here and 
there over the lower and the upper plateau, numerous foundations of 
buildings, some of them cut out of the living rock. These remains 
are most numerous in the vicinity of the theatre, which is partly hol- 
lowed out from the rocky declivity separating the two plateaus. A 
short distance northeast from the theatre are considerable remains of 
a Roman building, consisting of brick walls eight or nine feet high, 
with numerous small compartments in the interior. This was pro- 
bably a bath. A short distance to the west of the theatre are the con- 
spicuous remains of the stadion, not mentioned by Pausanias. It was 
constructed in the usual manner, the northeast extremity of the course 
being built up with a wall of polygonal stones. On the upper plateau 
only a few foundations appear. It is hardly probable that there were 
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ever any great number of buildings here : Pausanias mentions only two 
temples. Underneath this plateau, aqueducts are cut in the rock at a 
considerable depth; indeed, both natural and artificial underground 
cavities are very numerous about Sikyon. On the lower plateau at vari- 
ous points the location of the old streets is indicated by long lines of 
stones, extending from N. e. to s. w., and from s. e. to N. w. Of the 
numerous foundations upon this plateau some have evidently belonged 
to large structures. At the present time, the northeastern side is occu- 
pied by the Albanian village of Basilik6, the name of which doubtless 
originated from the extensive ruins near by. Some architectural frag- 
ments are to be seen about the village church, within which there is 
a large Corinthian capital. 

The ruins at Sikyon, and particularly the theatre, have been de- 
scribed by various scholars and travellers, of whom the most promi- 
nent are Leake,^ Curtius ^ and Bursian.^ A very brief account of the 
theatre, accompanied by a plan, is given by Blouet in the JExpSdition 
scientifique de MorSe. The most peculiar feature of the theatre, the 
two arches affording an entrance to the kolXov on either side, is noticed 
by all these writers. Both Curtius (op. cit, ii. 490) and Bursian 
(op, cit, p. 28) seem to have thought, as they had no other means of 
judging than the scanty traces of the stage-foundations that were visible 
previous to our excavations, that these foundations were cut from the 
natural rock, while we now know that they were largely constructed 
of masonry.'' 

The Theatre previous to the Excavations, — The declivity from which 
the koTKov of the theatre is excavated, consists of a soft poros-stone, 
and this same stone was used in the construction of the masomy . The 
structure faces toward the northeast, and commands the beautiful view 
which has been described. The diameter of the koiXov is about four 
hundred feet. These dimensions were not secured entirely by exca- 
vation of the side-hill ; the sides of the fcotXov were extended by 

* Travels in the Morea, vol. iii, p. 364 ff. ^ Peloponnesos, ii. 482 ff. 

^ Geographie von Griechenlandj ii, 23 ff. 

"^ The space occupied by the stage-structure, as a whole, was originally formed of 
an irregular mass of rock, some two meters or so in height toward the orchestra at 
each side, but cut asunder by a depression through the middle. The rock was cut 
down to the level of the orchestra for the reception of the ends of the walls of the 
scene-structure a-dd, leaving considerable masses on either side, which were smoothed 
or left rough as exigencies required. The projections of these rock-masses were seen 
by Curtius, and others. 
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masonry covered with earth. Before we began our work, at each end 
of the space that was evidently occupied by the stage-structure, a mass 
of rock projected above the surface. Between these rock-masses ap- 
peared slight traces of the foundation-walls of the stage. The orches- 
tra was covered by a deposit of earth that had been washed down from 
above : this earth was found to have a depth increasing from one meter 
in front to three in the rear. The seats were visible here and there 
in the upper portion of the kolXov, those in the lower part being cov- 
ered with earth. So great a mass of material overlaid the orchestra 
that it was out of the question^ with the means at our command, to 
undertake to uncover the theatre completely. Our aim was therefore 
restricted to such excavation as would fully bring to light the plan 
of stage-structure and orchestra. Moreover, we were not without hopes 
that some works of art might have been covered up and hence pre- 
served in the theatre. 

RESULTS OF THE EXCAVATIONS AT THE THEATRE. 

The Stage-Steuctuee. — The plan of the -excavated portion of 
the Theatre (plate ix) shows that there are five main foundation- 
walls belonging to the stage-buildings, marked A, J5, (7, DD, E, Of 
these, A and E, the front and rear walls, are of about the same length, 
projecting on the west side a little more than six meters beyond the 
others. The rock has been cut away, in both front and rear, in order 
to admit of this projection. 

The Wall A, — The total length of this wall is 23.60 meters. A piece 
of it at the east end is formed of two upright slabs of stone, 0.70 m. 
high. The remainder of the wall is composed of small blocks of poros 
intermingled with bricks and mortar. The average height is about 
0.55 m., the thickness, 0.65 m. There are three doorways in this 
wall. The first is 2.56 m. from the east end, and its width is 1.05 m. 
Upon either side of this doorway, as well as of the others in this wall, 
there is a cavity for the door-post. At a distance of 7.32 m. from this 
doorway there appears to have been a double door. The openings are 
each 1.05 m. wide, and are separated by a pier formed of two blocks of 
stone. On the west side of the western doorway the end of the wall is 
plastered over, and preserves some traces of ornament in color. The 
third doorway is 2.65 m. distant from the western end of the wall : 
like the others, it is 1.05 m. wide. The portion of wall beyond this 
door is higher than the rest, having a height of 0.80 m. 
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In front of the base of the wall A, a marble step or plinth extends 
almost the entire length : it begins at the east side of the eastern door, 
and continues to the western end of the wall. The width of the 
blocks is 0.57 m. ; and they project 0.40 m. These blocks were un- 
doubtedly taken from another structure. In proof of this, I observed 
a shallow circular cavity cut in one of the blocks and extending partly 
under the wall, evidently having no connection with the present posi- 
tion and use of the block. Moreover, upon another of these blocks, at 
the west end of the wall, there is an inscription which, in the present 
position of the block, is inverted. Upon the ends of a number of these 
marble blocks we found the masons^ marks in the form of Greek letters. 
These are as follows, proceeding from east to west : (1) none ; (2) K — ; 
(3)-A; (4)A-M; (5)a-l; (6)1-; (7)s-; (8) none; (9) 
A — 3; (10) H — B; (11)B— I; (12)A — 9; (13)1—. ItwiUbe 
observed that the first and eighth blocks are unmarked, and that some 
of the others are marked only at one end. The irregular order of the 
letters seems to indicate that they were not cut with reference to the 
existing arrangement. A remarkable peculiarity is the archaism in 
some of the letters, especially the angular beta. The alpha is of the 
type of the Macedonian period. 

In front of that part of the wall lying to the west of the western 
door stand two marble bases (marked a and b in the plan : plate 
ix). The length of a is 0.66 m. ; height, 0.37 m. ; width, 0.56 m. 
Both a and b rest upon a stone foundation. Upon the upper surface 
of a is cut a rectangular cavity, 0.33 m. by 0.26 m., and 0.04 m. deep. 
The dimensions of b are similar to those of a, except that it is not 
quite so long : it also has, upon its upper surface, a cavity similar to 
that of a. These bases probably supported statues, or columns or pil- 
asters, most likely the latter. In the space of 1.85 m. between them, 
there is a continuation of the marble foundation-step, consisting of two 
slabs ; and beneath these slabs and projecting in front of them there 
appears a foundation of stone. Upon the face of the second slab (the 
western one) is an inscription of the Macedonian period, which records 
the victories gained in various games by a certain Kallistratos, son of 
Philothales. This inscription, the second one found, is given below : 
it is inverted, as already observed. 

Directly opposite the western door, on the north side of the wall 
Af there is a stone block, marked c on the plan, 0.75 m. long, 0.85 m. 
wide, and 0.38 m. thick. It has a circular hole cut through it, lying a 
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little back of the centre, the diameter of this hole at the top being 0.45 m.^ 
and decreasing gradually downward. On either side of this hole is cut 
a deep groove in a slanting direction to the edges of the block. This 
stone has every appearance of being in situ. It may have served as 
a support for some revolving stage-machine. 

Both the material and the method of construction of the wall A 
mark it as of Roman origin. The position of the doors displays a lack 
of symmetry. We should naturally expect the double doorway to be 
midway between the other two : we find, however, that on the east side 
the interval is 7.32 m., while on the west side it is but 6.14 m. The 
position of the double door was probably determined with reference to 
the doors in the walls B and C, 

The Wall B. — This wall is at a distance of 2.15 m. from A, with 
which it is parallel. Its total length is 1 6.07m., average height, 1.10 m., 
and thickness, 0.65 m. It has one doorway, 1.15 m. wide, 4.60 m. dis- 
tant from the west end. The construction of this wall is entirely dif- 
ferent from that of ^, and it is undoubtedly one of the original Hellenic 
walls. It consists of two courses of large blocks of stone in isodomic 
masonry, resting upon a low stone foundation : the blocks have a 
uniform length of 1.30 m. At a distance of about 1.50 m. east of the 
door, on the north side of the wall, is a buttress-like projection, marked 
d on the plan, having in the top a deep rectangular cavity. Imme- 
diately opposite this, there remains a small fragment of what may 
have been a similar projection from the wall C, 

The Wall a — This wall is 3.24 m. distant from B, Its length 
is 16.29 m., average height, one meter, thickness, like B, 0.65 m. 
It has two doorways, the first of which is 2.70 m. from the east end, 
and is 1.49 m. wide. At the west side of this doorway there is an 
upright block of stone projecting 0.55 m. above the wall. The second 
doorway is four meters from the west end of the wall, and is 2.10 m. 
wide. At a distance of about three meters from the west end of the 
wall there is a projection from it on each side, formed by the transverse 
position of two blocks, 1.30 m. long, laid one above the other. The 
wall C is of mixed construction, part being of the same nature as J5, 
and of Hellenic origin ; while the remainder is like A, and Roman. 

The Cross-wall F, — This wall extends between B and C, at a dis- 
tance of 6.95 m. from the east end. Its length is 3.24 m., height the 
same as that of B and C, its thickness 0.31 m. The construction is 
Hellenic, of the same nature as that of B. Near its northern end there 
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are singular projections (marked e and/)^ one on either side of the wall, 
each formed of two blocks of stone ; the second block on each side hav- 
ing the upper lateral edges cut out squarely. These blocks seem to be 
in position ; yet they have no foundation, resting merely on the earth 
filling the space between B and a 

The Wall JDD, — This wall is about 3.75 m. distant from O, with 
which it is parallel and of equal length. . It is of very irregular and 
rough construction, composed of a single course of stones, and evi- 
dently of Roman date. 

The Wall E, — This wall, the fifth and last main foundation-wall of 
the stage-structure, is of much better construction than DD ; although 
it, too, is undoubtedly Eoman. Its length is 23.86 m., and its thick- 
ness, 0.70 m. At about seven meters from the west end, we found, 
standing upright upon the wall, a piece of a column of poros, appar- 
ently in situ. Its diameter is 0.43 m., and it is fluted only on the 
northern side. This column suggests that the wall E served as the 
front foundation of a stoa decorating the side of the theatre facing the 
city. The wall terminated at the west end in a corner built of brick. 
Immediately opposite, a short pilaster of brick-work is built out from 
the rock, leaving sufficient space for a door leading into the structure 
on the west side, an account of which will be given below. 

Theoby as to the Constbuctioh of the Stage-Stkucttjiie. — 
The similarity in the dimensions and made of construction of A and 
E makes it probable that both were built at the same time, when the 
stage of the theatre was altered and probably enlarged to conform with 
the Eoman standard. In the Hellenic form of the theatre, the wall 
C7, as I believe, formed the foundation of the rear wall of the stage, 
or the front wall to a person approaching the theatre from the city. 
Possibly a portico extended along the north side of a But this wall 
did not constitute the entire foundation ; the structure continued north- 
westward, with the natural rock as a foundation, as far as the point 
marked h on the plah. If the kolXov and orchestra had practically 
the same width in both the Hellenic and the Roman form of the thea- 
tre, and it is evident that they had, it is impossible to suppose that the 
stage originally extended only so far as the outcrop of rock. As the 
walls now stand, the cross-wall F, one of the original walls, seems to 
be unsymmetrical. But, if there was another compartment extending 
from the edge of the rock-mass to A, it would correspond in length with 
the compartment east of F, the middle compartment being somewhat 
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longer than those at each end. Hence, the hypothesis of an extension 
to h gives a natural explanation of the position of i^. At i, in the plaf, 
there is an approach to the stage consisting of an ascending passage or 
ramp cut in the rock, and there must have been a door giving* com- 
munication from this passage to the western compartment. There may 
have been a similar arrangement at the eastern end ; but we did not 
dig at that point.^ The Hellenic stage proper would project in front 
of the wall B. When the Roman stage was built, the Greek one was 
removed, in any case, so that no traces of it remain. The wall A 
seems to have been the front foundation-wall of the Roman stage. The 
rooms in the rear would serve for dressing-rooms, etc. 

The Oechestea. — The orchestra was buried in earth to such a 
depth that the removal of the entire mass was too great an under- 
taking. Our aim was necessarily limited to the laying bare of the 
boundary, so as to show the form of the orchestra. First, we dug a 
trench from the middle point of the wall A to the opposite point at 
the rear of the orchestra. The plak shows that the orchestra, within 
the line of seats, comprises somewhat more than half the circumference 
of a not entirely perfect circle, the diameter of which is about twenty 
meters. If carried up to the wall A^ the orchestra would still fall con- 
siderably short of the complete circle. The floor of the orchestra, at 
least .as we found it, is of earth (/covLo-rpa), 

The theatre had an elaborate drainage-system. On the west side of 
the orchestra, where we laid bare not only the boundary of the orchestra, 
as on the east side, but also a portion of the kolXov, we found a care- 
fully constructed drain extending around the orchestra (plate vii). 
This drain is about 1.25 m. wide, and about a meter deep. Opposite 
each stairway of the koTKov^ a stone slab, with an average width of 
about 0.75 m., is laid across the drain to serve as a bridge. The aver- 
age distance between these bridges is about 2.15 m. This drain closely 
resembles that in the Dionysiac theatre at Athens. Another drain 
extends from the centre of the orchestra, and passes, at right angles, 
underneath the wall A and the other walls of the stage-structure par- 
allel to A, Within the orchestra, this drain is covered over with blocks 
of stone laid transversely, some of which were found displaced. On 
each side of A, this covering is formed of pieces of columns of poros- 
stone. A third drain extends from the west side of the orchestra, at 

^ See Supplementary Report of the Excavations^ below. 
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a point opposite the termination of the koTKov, to the central drain. 
This now consists of two parallel lines of stones.® At its west end^ on 
the south side, a drain of earthen pipe, near the level of the orchestra, 
connects with it. The stone slabs near by (marked P) may have served 
as steps. A similar slab was found at the middle point in the rear 
of the orchestra. The earth was removed from one TrapoSo?, that 
on the west side. It has a width at the entrance of 4.08 m. The side 
forming the end of the koTKov is composed of a strong retaining- wall 
of large rectangular blocks, which shares in the upward slope of the 
KoTkov, The coping-stones of this wall have something of an orna- 
mental finish. The opposite side of the TrdpoSo^ is inclosed by the 
natural rock. 

The KolXov, — The lower part of the koTKov, like the orchestra, had 
a thick covering of earth. We were able to excavate only a small por- 
tion of the western half, including three complete tiers of seats and the 
front of another. The koTKov was found to be divided into fifteen sec- 
tions (fcepfclSef;) by fourteen stairways. Accordingly, a line drawn from 
the middle point of the stage through the centre of the orchestra passes 
through the middle of the eighth section of seats, and does not coincide, 
as in some theatres, with one of the stairways. This, at least, is the 
method of division in the lower section of seats. One Bid^m/jua is easily 
recognized by portions of a wall composed of upright slabs, about a 
meter in height, that formed one side of the passageway. At the base 
of this wall, we uncovered a portion of an open drain that undoubtedly 
extended along the entire length of the wall. We dug a little, in the 
hope of discovering whether there was a second Sid^cofia above ; but 
the upper portions of the kolXov, here, had been so far destroyed that 
our search was not successful. The general configuration of the sur- 
face, as well as the great distance from the lower Sid^mfia to the sum- 
mit of the KotXoVy give ground for the belief that a second Bid^m/na 
did exist at the point where it might naturally be looked for. The 
entire number of rows of seats seems to have been about forty : the 
uppermost tiers, though cut out of the natural rock, are very incomplete. 

The seats of the first tier that we laid bare are superior in character 
to the others ; they correspond to the marble chairs in the Dionysiac 

^ [As these project above the level of the orchestra, it may be questioned whether 
thej did not rather form the front wall of a still later Roman stage, like the Phaidros 
wall in the theatre at Athens. The drain of earthern pipe is close to the surface, 
not at the bottom of the conduit surrounding the orchestra. — A. C. M.] 
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theatre at Athens, and were plainly intended for the accommodation of 
priests or other officials. But, unlike the Athenian chairs, they are 
made of the same poros stone as the ordinary seats. Each seat extends 
across the front of a fcep/clf;, the first one at the west end of the koTKov 
being placed a step higher than the others. These seats have backs, 
and arms at the ends ; each seat is cut from two blocks, which are 
joined at the middle. The average length is about 2.45 m. The seat 
proper has a width of 0.45 m. and a height of 0.43 m. The side ele- 
vation of the back is 0.54 m., rear elevation 0.35 m. Some of the arms 
show remains of ornamental scroll-work on the outer side. The back 
and arms of the first seat are destroyed ; one block of the second is 
overturned : the others are in a good state of preservation. The aver- 
age length of the ordinary seats in the first tier is about 2.70 m., in the 
second, about 2.90 m. They are divided into two parts by a longi- 
tudinal depression. The front part, or seat proper, is 0.35 m. wide ; 
while the back part, upon which the persons sitting behind placed their 
feet, is 0.20 m. wide. The entire width of the seat is 0.85 m., the height 
0.35 m. The front edge has a projection of 0.06 m. The rock-cut 
seats still remaining in the upper portion of the koTKov differ in form 
from the lower ones. The feet of the row of persons behind were not 
on the same level as the surface on which the persons in front sat, but 
rested on an elevation which was 0.35 m. above the seat and the same 
in width. The seats of this type have a total width of 0.75 m. 

The Vaulted Passages (Pand §). — The arched passages, one on 
the east and the other on the west side of the koTKov, served as entrances 
by which the people could pass directly from without, and issue upon 
the first hid^cofia. The arches or vaults are still in good preservation, 
and are important as instances of true Greek arches. That the vaults 
belong to the purely Hellenic portion of the theatre seems clear from 
their structure. The eastern passage is now about fourteen meters long, 
but a portion has fallen at the outer entrance. The original length may 
have been about sixteen meters ; the width is 2.55 m. The vault is 
formed of six courses of poros blocks on either side, exclusive of the 
keystone course. It is noteworthy that the blocks have the same dimen- 
sions and are laid in the same manner as those in the Hellenic stage 
foundation-wall B, The length of the stones is 1.30 m., and their 
thickness 0.65 m. As in the wall B, the joints between the blocks 
are placed beneath the middle of the blocks above. The similar char- 
acter of the masonry seems an indication that the vaults and the wall 
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B were built at the same time. The absence of any mortar or brick 
in the arches distinguishes them very clearly from the Roman wall 
A, At the interior entrance of the vault, a wall projects, on each 
side, to a length of 3.40 m. and a height of about one meter. The dis- 
tance between the two walls of the passage is 3.95 m. The western 
passage is similar to the eastern. 

The Structuees o]s^ the east a]s^d west sides of the Stage. — 
In front of the mass of rock on the east side of the stage are the foun- 
dation-walls of a structure (marked if in the pla]s^) 10.35 m. long and 
8.55 m. wide. The walls are 0.65 m. thick, and appear to be of Hellenic 
construction. In the middle of the front wall there is a doorway 1.25 m. 
wide. The front of the structure falls nearly in line with the Roman 
stoa. Immediately beyond the western extremity of the wall E, we 
came upon some foundations (marked N in the pla]s^), built on the north 
side of the westerly portion of the rock-mass, measuring in length 
5.84 m., and in width, at the widest part, about 5 m. The structure 
is double, the front being rectangular, the rear part semicircular. Two 
low steps extend along the entire front of the structure : in the lower 
step is cut a deep groove along the base of the upper one. Along their 
front stand, at regular intervals, the lower parts of four columns (pl.vi), 
having a diameter of 0.52 m. The fragments are about a meter in height, 
and show the same peculiarity instanced in the piece of column found 
on the wall E, only a part of the flutes having been cut. The column 
on the corner toward the east has fourteen flutes cut ; the other three, 
eleven. The corner one has a larger number of flutes, evidently because 
of its more exposed position. The floor of the front part of the struc- 
ture is a coarse mosaic of pebbles. At a distance of 1.58 m. from the 
columns is a wall separating the two portions of the structure. This 
wall is 0.50 m. high. At each end, a stone block stands upright in 
front of it, one of these being one meter, the other 1.30 m. high, and 
both being 0.50 m. broad and 0.27 m. thick. The wall is pierced in 
the middle by a circular hole. The height of the rear wall of this 
semicircular part, on the inner side, is 1.60 m. At its base, on the same 
side, is a semicircular mass (marked m in the pla]s^), projecting 0.54 m., 
0.85 m. wide at the base, and 0.65 m. high. Both the semicircular wall 
and the straight front wall are coated with a coarse stucco. Upon re- 
moving the earth within, we found numerous fragments of earthen tiles, 
which must have belonged to the roof; and in front we found also ashes 
and pieces of burnt lime. It is, thus, possible that the building was 
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destroyed by fire.^° In the rear of the semicircular wall the rock has 
been cut away, making a triangular space with a floor of natural rock. 
On the south and east sides of this space there is a low projection of 
stone, like a seat. The rear wall of the semicircular structure has an 
exterior elevation of 0.40 m. At its middle point, a hole is cut through, 
similar to the one in the front wall. Below this hole there is a trough- 
like hollow surrounded by a wall, within which is a semicircular pro- 
jection with a hole in the top and a niche cut in the outer edge. From 
this cavity a narrow channel, 0.60 m. deep, is cut around the eastern 
half of the semicircular wall. Measured within this channel, the wall 
is 0.23 m. thicker than above it. At the bottom of it we found frag- 
ments of earthen tile, showing that it served as a water-course or drain. 
Two other water-courses were found, leading to the southwest corner 
of the trough or reservoir n. Another earthen water-pipe was found 
extending along the east side of the front part ofN, and passing between 
it and the extremity of the wall E, On the west side of N we found 
a structure, 0, presenting the appearance of a seat. Its length is 2. 52 m., 
height 0.50 m., width 0.65 m. At the rear is a back with an eleva- 
tion of 0.56 m. Upon the upper surface are two trough-like depres- 
sions, 0.42 m. wide and 0.15 m. deep. It is manifest that the structure 
iV was an ornamental fountain." The numerous drains, the reservoir n 
at the back, and the perforations in both the rear walls, together make 
this attribution certain. may have been a drinking-trough for the 
use of horses. The entire structure is of Roman date. 

Objects found. — We had less good fortune than had been hoped 
for in finding remains of art. Most of the objects found were uncov- 
ered while removing the earth from between the stage-walls, particu- 
larly along the front wall A. The remains of sculpture comprise the 
following fragments, now preserved in the school-house at Basilik6 : — 
(1) A piece, 0.28 m. long, of the leg of a marble statue, apparently of 
good style. — (2) The lower part of a female figure in marble, wearing 
the long x^'^^T^f found resting on the marble plinth in front of wall A, 
about 5.80 m. from the east end of the wall. Its height, including the 
base, is 0.25 m. The right foot, of which the toes are visible, rests full 
upon the base ; while the left foot, of which the greater part is exposed, 

1^ [The original Greek building here probably balanced the rectangular structure on 
the E. side.— T. W. L.] 

" [A similar structure has been found by Professor E. Petersen, in connection 
with the theatre at Side in Pamphylia. — M. L. B'O.] 
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rests upon the toes. — (3) The arm of a marble statue of above life-size, 
in two pieces : the fingers are lost. — (4) A lion's claw of marble, be- 
longing to a lion-skin that served as a robe. 

The following architectural members, fragments, and other objects 
may be mentioned: — (1) Doric epistyle-block of marble, 1.53m. in 
length. Upon one face is an incomplete inscription, given below^ in 
No. 1. — (2) Ionic epistyle-block of poros, 1.35 m. long. — (3) Piece of 
an Ionic marble column, 0.83 m. long ; diameter 0.25 m. X 0.27 m. — 
(4) Two large fragments of an Ionic base, of marble, 0.21 m. thick ; one, 
0.90 m., the other, one meter long. — (5) A Doric semi-capital of poros. — 
(6) Fragment of a peculiar Ionic capital of poros.— (7) Fragment of a 
triglyph of poros, upon which are traces of blue coloring. Other frag- 
ments were found having upon them traces of blue, and some of red. — 
(8) Large fragment of an earthen water-spout or gargoyle, of a usual 
lion-head design. — (9) Terracotta fragment having upon it a volute and 
flower-bud. — (10) Terracotta antefix of graceful design.^ — (11) Antefix 
of poros-stone. — (12) Ten earthen lamps of usual form. — (13) A number 
of copper coins, most of them bearing the dove, the symbol of Sikyon. 
Upon one the letters A H appear, showing it to be a coin of Demetrios. 

EXCAVATIONS OUTSIDE OF THE THEATRE. 

While the design of our work at Sikyon was limited, in the main, 
to investigation of the plan of the theatre, we thought it advisable to 
make excavations about some of the numerous foundations in the 
vicinity of the theatre, hoping that, by discovery of inscriptions, we 
might determine the location of some of the buildings mentioned by 
Pausanias, or that we might happen upon some art-remains. Neither 
of these hopes was fulfilled. I spent a little time in digging on the 
smaller plateau, above the theatre, hoping to identify some remains 
there as belonging to one of the two temples said by Pausanias to 
have been located upon this height ; but we found nothing that threw 
any light upon the nature of the structure. We also excavated a little 
at two points in the plain below the theatre. At one of these places 
we found the floor, paved with slabs of black and white marble, of what 
must have been a building of elaborate construction. We also found 
here a small piece of marble upon which are the toes of one foot of a 
statue, bat nothing else of importance. A little to the west of this site 
there are extensive foundations, where we dug with no further result 
than the finding of a large Ionic capital of poros. 
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INSCRIPTIONS FROM SIKYON. 
No. 1. 

On the Doric epistyle mentioned above. 

N POYTIMA§AIQ?MENTON 

I KATArPArMATATAPEPIAYTON 

NIS ONTAEI^APOKATASTASINEA 

BON GHIOTIMNAS0HSEITAIKATAII 

Nfl n5AYT0YTIMA5AI0'^ AAMOS 

<t>A PPE?BEI§ EPATOKAHS 

ON KTHSIPPOS 

" I 

Al ■ 

N 

S(?) 

EA 

EN 

AYTON 

KOTA? 

ANEA(?) 

A4>0 

l^iKa\<^opov TLfjLacraL co? fiev rov Kara Trpdj/ubara ra irepl avrov ovra 
6^9 aiTOKaraaracnv eXOy on fivacrffrjcrecTac Kara^im^ avrov 
Tifidcrac 6 Bd/uio<;, TipeafSet^ ^^paT0KX7]<; KrijcrLTrTrof;. 

This inscription is incomplete ; and the letters on the left-hand edge 
of the face of the block indicate that a part of this column of the inscrip- 
tion was inscribed upon an adjoining block. The letters I and K are 
undoubtedly masons' marks made at about the same time and for the 
same purpose as those on the marble blocks of the plinth of the theatre- 
wall A}^ 

^2 Break in surface of stone. 

1^ [The letters of the inscription itself belong to the later Macedonian period, proba- 
bly the first half of the second century b. c. The lines of the letters run largely in 
curves. A has the curved bar, E the middle bar formed by a dot only, placed at 
some distance from the perpendicular limb ; M and N are quite wide ; 0, G, are 
smaller than the other letters ; P has the upper bar extending beyond the right 
limb which is curved and does not come down to the line; in the S, the upper and 
lower bars are not horizontal, but curve out above and below ; P is long, and B has 
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No. 2. 

On the marble slab between the two marble bases mentioned above. 

KAAAI^TPATOS tlAOOAAEO^ 

rAIAA^BASIAEIATAAAN I^GMIAArENEIOYSKAIANAPASrvrMAN 

AYKAIATArKPATION TAIAYTAII^OMIAAI 

ISGMIArArKPATION NEMEArArKPATION 

rANAOHNAIArvrMAN NEMEArArKPATION 

NEMEArYTMAN NEMEAPYrMANKAlP ArKPATION 

ASKAAPIEIATArKPATION TAIAYTAINEMEAAI 

NAATAAANKAirYrMAN I^OMIATYrMAN 

KAITArKPATION rYGOIPYrMAN 

the lower loop larger than the upper. In a word, the chief characteristics (notably 
of M and N) are those to be seen on the Pugioli Tases from Alexandria published in 
this Journal (vol. i, pp. 21-22), which seemed to belong to the first half of the third 
century b. c. The flourishes of the pencil or the reed pen found their way into monu- 
mental writing, and a good example of a stage still more elaborate than that of the 
present inscription is the award of the Milesian arbitrators on the basis of the Nike 
statue of Olympia (Dittenberger, SIO, No. 240 ; Hicks, Hist, Inscr., No. 200), of 
which I have a squeeze. The date of this falls about 140 B. c, and ours would natu- 
rally come somewhat earlier (cf. LoWY, Inschrift. gr. Bildhauer, No. 272). 

The inscription is a decree of the people in honor of some person or persons 
now impossible to determine. The existing fragment resembles a clause in numer- 
ous decrees whereby some honor is conferred on the deserving, and its inscription 
is commanded, in order that it way be generally known that the State rewards ser- 
vices fittingly, and that others may be incited to similar service or benefaction. The 
following from Priene may be cited by way of example : 'iva Be a'i re rifial a! BeBofievai 
Aaplxq> iirKpaviffTepai Sxriy, koI rwv dXXeau oi irpoaipo^fievoi r^ irSXei irapexeardai rhs 
Xp^tas dewpwcriv Bri 6 Brjfios roTs kuXoTs koI ayado7s avBpdcnv iiriffTarai x^piras airoBiBSvat 
Kara^ias, avaypdrpai r6B€ rh \p'f)(l)i(r/j.a eis arr'fjKTjv Xidlvrjy koI arrrjcrat vaph r^v €iK6va. 
Anc. Grk. Inscr. Brit. Mus., 416. 

It is a noticeable fact that in Athens, where our records are most complete, this 
formula does not occur till about the middle of the fourth century B. c.j but 
when the fashion is once set it prevails almost immediately and has a long exist- 
ence, together with the other flourishes of the Hellenistic period. Its phraseology 
is quite varied, but nowhere have I found anything so extraordinary as in this Siky- 
onian inscription. It runs somewhat in this way : ** Decreed by the people] to honor 
so and so, son of Nikaphoros, in order that he who does a service to the State may 
rest assured that the people will remember to honor him in a manner worthy of 
itself. Ambassadors, Eratokles, Ktesippos." 

Noticeable are, (1) fiev, soUtarium: (2) rhv . . 6vra, ace. where a nom. is to be ex- 
pected — we may compare Xen., Kyrop.^ ll. 1. 5 ; rohs "EWtivas ovBev irw a'a(f>€S Xeye- 
rat €1 eirovrai: (3) els air OKar dorr aariv eXdy, in POLYBIOS, IV. 23. 1 (eeas hv iK rod yeyo- 
vSros Kiyfifiaros els r^v airoKardarTaariy eXdr) rh Kark r^v ttSKiv)^ means to come to a set- 
tled condition. — A. C. M.] 
2 
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PIEIArAAANKAirvrMAN AYKAIA . . T . ANAIS 

KAITArKPATION MPYrMANKAir ArKPATION 

IlatSa? BaaiXeia wdXav, ''ladfjbia aj€V€lov<; Kal avSpa<; wvjfiap 

AvKata irayKpartov, Ta avra ^IcrOfitdSt, 

"IcrOfita TrayKpdrtov, ^efiea TrayKpdrtov, 

HavaOrfvata irvyfidv, ^ifiea irwyKpanov, 

6Ne/-6ea irvyfidv, 15Ne/xea irvyfjidv Kal irayKpdrwv 

^KaKkaTTieia wayKpdriov, Ta avra ^ejiiedBi, 

Naa TrdXav kal Trvy/iidv ^'laOjjLia Trujfidv, 

Kal TrajKpdriov, Tlv0o2 wvyfidv, 

Vieia irakav Kal Trvyfiav KvKaia \^^\t\_P^v Si<;, 

10 Kal TrajKpdrtov, .... /ca]l irvy fiav Kal TrajKpdrtov, 

^* [This is to be read ®oipias Teifflmpdrov ivoirjare. Teisikrates is, no doubt, the pupil 
of Euthykrates the son of Lysippos, who was said by Pliny (Hist. Natj xxxiv. 8. 19. 
67) to have approached closer to the art of Lysippos than did Euthykrates himself. 
His name has been found as artist in an inscription in Thebes and at Oropos (LowY, 
InschrifLgr.BUdhamr, 120, 121). The period of his activity lies between 320 and 284 
B. c. (Lowy, 120). His name is always written Teisikrates^ even on a base found at 
Albano (Lowy, 478). His son Thoinias appears also on monuments, one from Tana- 
gra, one from Oropos, and a third from Delos (Lowy, 121, 122, 122a). On that from 
Oropos he is denominated a Sikyonian, as his father is named by Pliny. His career 
as artist would fall about the middle of the third century, probably for some years 
both before and after. Xenokrates, a pupil of Euthykrates or of Teisikrates, was 
engaged at Pergamon on the battle-monuments of Attalos I (b. c. 241-197), and the 
characters of our inscription resemble very closely those there employed, especially 
i^ in Lowy, p. 116. The bar of A and the horizontal lines of ^ are slightly curved ; 
M has its sides nearly or quite perpendicular ; and are somewhat below the 
average size ; P has the upper bar passing beyond the uprights, left and right. On 
the whole, the letters are quite regular and handsome without affectation. The iden- 
tification of the artist's name among these broken letters is of interest in many ways. 
It gives a fixed date for the inscription ; and, as an artist would not have signed a 
memorial bearing an inscription merely, we may conclude, that a statue of the athlete 
formed part of the monument ; furthermore, that a monument of this kind would not 
have been torn down and used to construct the wall in the theatre, unless some dis- 
aster had befallen it. We know of no occasion for this in the history of Sikyon from 
this time on, unless the statue was carried off by the Romans among the numerous 
art-treasures which they conveyed to Rome, or the monument was destroyed in the 
great earthquake which visited the city, probably in the reign of Tiberius. Hence it 
may be said, again, that the wall A was not constructed till many years after Greece 
was reduced to a Roman province, and perhaps not till after the beginning of our 
era.— A. C. M.] 
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Translation, — " Kallistratos, son of Philothales, in the contests of 
boys was victorious at the Basileia in wrestling ; at the Lykaia in the 
pankration ; at the Isthmian games in the pankration ; at the Pana- 
thenaia in boxing ; at the Nemean games in boxing ; at the Asklepieia 
in the pankration ; at the Nai'a in wrestling, boxing, and the pankra- 
tion ; at the Rhieia in wrestling, boxing, and the pankration. At 
the Isthmian games he was victorious in boxing over both youths and 
men, at the same Isthmian festival ; at the Nemean games in the 
pankration ; at the Nemean games in the pankration ; at the Nemean 
games in boxing and the pankration, at the same Nemean festival ; at 
the Isthmian games in boxing ; at the Pythian games in boxing ; at the 
Lykaia twice in wrestling ; .... in boxing and the pankration.^^ 

Comment — Nothing is known of Kallistratos, of whose athletic vic- 
tories the above inscription is a record. An inscription of similar 
character is found in CIGy i, 1515. The games mentioned in both 
inscriptions are much the same. 

1. ^aaiXeia, These games are mentioned in (7J6r, i, 1515. Bockh 
remarks : Badlia suntLebadeae acta, eadem quae Trophonia; sed etiam 
inEuboea celebrata Basilia esse monui ad Pindar. The inscription at 
Sikyon probably refers to the festival at Lebadeia. 

6. ^Aa/cXaTTLeLa probably refers to the games at Epidauros. 

7. Naa. These games are mentioned in CIG, ii, 2908. The fol- 
lowing note is given : Nda sunt Nala s. Naa, Jovi Naio acta. Demosth. 
Cont. Meid. p. 531, ed. Reishe. According to Strabo, Zeus was called 
Na609 owing to the moisture about Dodona, Schol. II., xvi. 233. 
Welcker, Griech. Gbtterlehre, i. 203. Cf. CIA, ii, 1318, 1319. 

9. Vieca were games celebrated at Viov. Cf. Plut., Sept. sapp. conv., 
c. 19 : irvy^^^ave Se AoKpoc<; rj r&v Vicov KaOearSyaa dvaia /cal iravrj- 
yvpi<;, Tjv a^ovG-LV en vvv 7r€pt(f)ava)9 irepl rov tottov iicelvov. 

12 and 16. ^laOficdSc and IS^efiedSi are nominal adjectives with iopr^ 
understood. Pindar uses both "l(r0/jiid<; (I. 8. 5) and NeyLtea? (N. 3. 
4). We find the former in Thoukydides also (viii. 9).^" 



.15 



^^ [Kallistratos has gained a victory among the beardless youths, the class inter- 
mediate between boys and men, and among the men at the same festival. The mind 
naturally reverts first to that disputed passage of Pindab, 01. ix. 89, relating to Ephar- 
mostos at Marathon (crvXaOels ay^vdcov, ixivev aycova irpcfffivrepcoy). BocKH, in his note 
on the passage, says that Epharmostos must have just arrived at manhood, and could 
not have contended as a youth among the men ; for, if he had been a youth in fact, 
it is not probable that he would have been permitted to enter the contest with the 
men. But Bockh was wrong. The Scholiast did not have Bockh^s objection in mind, 
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18. Hvdol, not TLvdia, because the Sikjonians celebrated a Hvdia 
at home. 

19. KvKaia are the games in honor of the Ljkaian Zeus. 

W. J. MCMURTEY, 

Memibtr of the American School 

of Classical Studies at Athens, 

II. SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE EXCAVATIONS. 

On December 5, 1887, 1 went down from Athens to Basilikd to con- 
tinue the work on the theatre of Sikjon, to which duty I had been detailed 
by Professor Merriam. The next day, a small beginning was made, 
trouble being experienced both in securing workmen and from a heavy 
rain. From December 7, however, the work was pushed vigorously, 
through the generous assistance of the demarch of Sikyon. Our efforts 
were directed chiefly toward clearing away the very heavy deposit of 
earth in the irdpoBoc and the orchestra. A trench cut toward the N. e. 
from the wall E revealed nothing more than a sort of floor of cement, 
the terracotta pipes of a drain, and a few copper coins of no value. 

On December 9, the first object of art was found, about 1 met. s. E. 
of the middle of kk This was a marble right hand, somewhat above 
life-size, grasping what might be the hilt of a sword. It evidently 
belonged to an excellent piece of sculpture, the veining on the back of 
the hand in particular being executed with much skill. On the next 
day, at a point 3.30 meters from the outer angle of the s. E. doorway 
in the wall A in the direction and at about the original level of the 
orchestra, a fine marble head was discovered. 

From this date till December 23, the digging continued rather mono- 
tonously. The deep strata of earth were gradually removed from the 
orchestra and the irdpohoL, while the clearing out of the large square 

and Pausanias tells us distinctly of an Artemidoros of Tralleis who, at the same games 
in Smyrna, won the victory among the boys, the beardless youths and the men {Kparrja-ai 
irayKparidCovra iirl rifiepas Trjs avTrjs rovs re i^'OXv/uLirias avrayoovKTrds, Kal iirl roTs -iraKrlv 
otfs ayevelovs KaKovffi, Koi rpira S^ on &pi(rTov ^v t&v avSp&v : VI. 14. 3). EuSEBlOS, too, 
mentions the case of Stratonikos the Alexandrian, who won four crowns at Nemea on 
the same day among the boys and beardless youths {ts Nefiect rfj avrf} rifiipa -iralhoov Koi 
aycveiwv ricrcrapas (rrc^dvovs effxev : Chron. Hist.^ I. p. 238, Migne) ; and that of Pytha- 
goras the Samian, who was rejected from the youths and laughed at as too effeminate, 
but who entered the lists with the men and vanquished all in succession {iKKptOeh 
iralSav itvyfi^v, Koi ws OrjXvs x^^va^SfxevoSi trpofih.s eis robs dvSpas, ^wavras i^rjs iviKTicrc : 
Chron. Hist, i. p. 227, Migne).— A. C. M.] 
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